effort of ours is far too individual to attract it. No nameplates of donors nor
much glory in substantial giving to us. And I guess that we must make
ourselves or break. Only the Institution can get help. And we don't want
to be an Institution. Neither are we 'all dressed up and no place to go',
We are not much dressed up at all.
In many desirable ways we would like to be. And yet, in many respects
our self-respecting poverty stands as itself for the thing it z>—the open
countenance of principle: something out of our own soil belonging to our
own time and place, naturally.
It is crude as the bark on a tree.
But the tree itself is there—under the bark the branches are springing,
the green leaves spreading to the light—as the whole endeavour grows
slowly, painfully but happily according to the true principles within it.
We believe that we have planted a fruit tree and that our cultivation
will bring the tree into bearing-
There is no source of inspiration the West won't copy. In this substitu-
tion of experienced example and exemplar experience that we call master
and apprentice, we have met certain characteristic traits of character,
certain liabilities as well as assets. And while we believe we are funda-
mentally democratic, we are as anti-'cash-and-carry' as we are anti-war.
Here are some of our principal liabilities and, in general, they would be
those of a true democracy:
When we were building Edgar Kaufman's house at Bear Run, I had
one of my enthusiastic, faithful boys, Bob, 'Little Sunshine', on it on the
usual apprentice arrangement made with every client. 'Take him away/
said E. J. in despair at an early stage of the proceedings* 'His blunders will
cost me money. Take him away!'
'No, E. J.,' I said, 'not yet. Be patient. He may be, and he is? costing us
both a little money, but not much. You gaye me a thousand dollars to help
make the models of Broadacre City. Well, it's only fair for you to pay your
small share of the education of these young fellows—America's future
architects. It is fair, if for no other reason than just because they are giving
you and me, where your opus is concerned, something no money can buy:
an alive and enthusiastic interest in our work and the eager co-operation
that goes with it too, as well as they can. None of them are fools* I know it
is an intangible I am talking about. I know. But your building will come
out right-side up in the end, and you'll have something in the way of a
building experience as well as a building that money could never pay for.
And I assure you that the building won't have cost you as much either as
it would have cost you were the whole thing "regular",'
'All right,' said E. J., but unconvinced (he is a good business man as well
,as a good fellow too). 'We'll see/ And now, to tell the truth to E. J. (and
the same goes to all my clients in this struggle for superior character and
integrity in building), the experienced professional would be just as much
or more at sea in the way of doing things where I am concerned. And
the experienced professional would be much harder to inform and qon-
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